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What a wonderful half term! As you will see from our action-packed newsletter, we
have been very busy! We welcomed 19 new members of staff who have all settled in
well to their new roles and become part of our William Torbitt family. Our new children
in Early Years and across the school have also settled well and started to make some
lovely friends. I’d like to thank everyone; parents, children and all who work at William
Torbitt for their commitment to making our school such a happy place to be.

Over the course of this half term we have had a focus on hearing the voices of all our
stake holders. We have held two parent forums, which were well attended. We covered
important topics such as school meals, children's academic attainment, trips and
visits and clubs. We have also held our first pupil forum of the year. Whilst some of the
ieas were quite fantastical (children would like a bouncy castle in the playground
every day), we also had lots of super ideas for moving our school forward such as an
Art Chill Out zone in the playground, more House Competitions, more inter-school
competitions, improving school meals and having more variety of sports in our PE
lessons. All of these ideas are already underway!

We have also welcomed a variety of fellow educationalists into the school to quality
assure the work we are doing. Our Redbridge School Improvement Advisor, Stephen
Noon came into to look at maths, our colleagues from the other school in our
Federation, Coppice, came in to look at Reading and colleagues from Caterham
Secondary, Astrum Academy and Mossford Green Primary came into to look at History,
Geography and Science teaching. They had one common piece of feedback; our
children (your children) are amazing! Everyone commented on the beautiful
behaviour, the politeness, how articulate they are, how welcoming and how keen they
are to talk about what they are learning. They make us extremely proud and I hope
you are beaming with pride reading this. 

Following Covid19 restrictions, it has been a joy to be able to get out on trips again with
trips to the Imperial War Museum, National Portrait Gallery, Kenneth More Theatre and
Mayfield High School. These trips add so much to the children's learning experience
and would not be possible without the kindness of volunteer parents and carers who
come along with us. Thank you.

We have also enjoyed visitors to the school such as Portals from the Past who ran a
Viking workshop and Ancient Greece workshop for our older children. Some of our
children chose to dress up on these days and looked absolutely fantastic! We
welcomed the Book Fair back again and managed to raise a very healthy sum to buy
books for our school. Turn to page 5 to find out how much.

We have a very active PTA at William Torbitt. They have been busy planning events for
later in the year including our fireworks display and our Christmas Fayre. Earlier this
week they hosted a Macmillan Coffee Morning. Our PTA is run by parents who have
children at William Torbitt Primary School and most of them have jobs too so we really
appreciate the time and effort they give to put on wonderful fundraising events. As
they say, many hands make light work and we are always on the hunt for anybody
who can donate time/resources.

Please carefully check the dates at the end of this newsletter and add them to your
diary.

I would like to wish a Happy Diwali to all of our families who are celebrating next week
and we hope you all have a very lovely half term. We look forward to welcoming you
back to school at 8.50am on Monday 31st October.

Clare Pike

Executive Headteacher

admin@williamtorbitt.redbridge.sch.uk
Please note that we have changed our admin email address:
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