
 

 

Welcome back to our Year  1 and 2 children and their families.  It has been a pleasure seeing the children 

return back to a ‘more normal’ school routine and environment. We have a busy term ahead and lots of 

exciting things planned.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Is it because I’m a Londoner?’ Children will be learning about the history of 

London, the Great Fire of London and their local area in Geography and History.    

We also have an exciting trop to the London Museum planned where children will learn all about the 

history of London. 

In DT and Art children will be designing and making famous London Landmarks and making bread.  

 

Our Topic - Is it because I’m a Londoner?  
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London – the perfect place for a girl and her mother to 

spend the day! Follow them as they board the classic red 

bus and begin a whirlwind tour of some of London’s most 

iconic landmarks. Try to climb the awe-inspiring lions at 

Trafalgar Square, take in the ritualistic Changing of the 

Guard, experience the whispering gallery at St Paul’s and – 

if you’re lucky – you may even spot the Queen! In this 

paean to Britain's bright and bustling 

capital city, Salvatore Rubbino's fresh, 

lively paintings and breezy text 

capture the delight of a young visitor 

experiencing the wonders of London 

first-hand. And of course, what’s 

London without a little rain?  

         This Term’s Core Books 

Toby has forgotten a delivery for Mr Pepys, 

but as he sets out across London he sees the 

sky is full of flames! Hopscotch Histories are 

brand new stories in 

historical settings, told in 

under 400 words, perfect for 

children who are building up 

their reading confidence. 

Carefully controlled text 

interacts with stunning 

artwork to help develop 

visual literacy.  



Autumn Term Overview

Writing   
In Year 1, the first term is a time of transition, as children move gradually towards formal and independent 

learning.  At the start of term, it will feel similar to Reception as children work mainly in small focus groups with a 

teacher or classroom assistant or complete child initiated tasks.  Over the course of the term,  we will be 

introducing whole class lessons, whilst supporting the children when appropriate. Children will be expected to 

concentrate for increasing periods of time on the carpet and most will be able to work on some tasks 

independently by the end of term.  

In Year 2 the children will write for a variety of purposes including narrative writing, non fiction, diary entry and 

setting descriptions. The children will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the grammar focus for 

the week in their writing.  In grammar we will focus on the use of:                                                                                  

• Punctuation (capital letters, full stops, exclamation marks, questions marks) 

• Forming complete well structured sentences  

• Past and present tense 

• Conjunctions / Noun phases / Adjectives / Expanded noun phrases  

English this term... 
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Our Maths Topics 

Science                                                                                                        

For the first half term 

we will be focusing on Seasons, children will be 

exploring the different seasons in a year. How the 

seasons effect the wildlife and the different changes. 

For the second half term we will be focusing on 

Everyday Materials. Children will identify and 

compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 

rock, paper and cardboard for 

particular uses. Also, find out 

how the shapes of solid objects 

made from some materials can 

be changed by squashing, 

Our Science 

Learning 

PE in Year  1 and 2 

Over the term in Year 1 we will 

be focusing on number facts. 

You can support your child by helping them with: 

• Having instant recall of their number bonds up 

to 10 and 20. 

• Number formation  

• Counting forwards and backwards (10, 20 and 

beyond) 

• Counting in 2’s and 10’s.  

• One more and one less  of a given number up 

to 20.  

Useful maths websites:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8 

In Year 2, we will be consolidating our place value, 

addition and subtraction knowledge. Practising 

instant recall of times tables and some division facts 

are all very useful ways to support your child. 

Practising telling the time at home is another key skill 

that will also be of great benefit. 

The class teacher will inform you of  your child’s PE days, though pupils should 

have their PE kit in school every day just in case something changes. Please ensure 

your children are not wearing any jewellery on these days and be aware that any 

stud style earrings will be taped to ensure pupils’ safety. 

Reading Journals

Pupils in Year  1 and 2 should read daily for a minimum of 20 

minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader  reads with them and discusses their book. 

All pupils have access to the school library from which they may 

borrow up to two books at a time.

Reading Journals

reading, they should read for a short period of time everyday. To 

help the children keep track of what they read and  develop their 

independence, they have a reading journal. Inside your child

reading journal you will also find 8 pages full of learning aids to 

support your child in English, please encourage your child to use 

these regularly. 

What should you do: 

reading journal to agree that your child has completed their 

reading that day. This will ensure that their effort is recognised 

and they receive their reading journal mark on their chart. 

Children should have a record of reading a minimum of 5 times 

per week.

What the teacher will do:

You child

class reading chart will be updated. Each time your child reads 

25 times they will receive a certificate. Once they have reached 

200, they will be entered into a prize draw to win a kindle!



Autumn Term Overview 

Reading Journals 

In Year 1, the children will receive either English or 

Maths home learning each week.Home learning is set 

on a Friday and is expected to be handed in the 

following Wednesday. Please support your child in 

completing their home learning. We are hoping that 

pupils will slowly become more independent in the 

completion of tasks. These will be marked weekly. 

Topic books will have a grid for the pupils to select tasks 

they wish to complete. These books do not need to be 

returned each week. They can be brought in during the 

last week before half term so that they can share their 

work with the class.  

Children in Year 2 will be set two home learning tasks 

each Friday, We know that pupils sometimes have 

questions or queries about tasks and so we offer them 

the chance to speak to their teachers about them on 

Monday. If they are still unable to complete the task, 

please speak to the class teacher who will help. 

Home Learning Tasks 
Pupils in Year  1 and 2 should read daily for a minimum of 20 

minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader  reads with them and discusses their book. 

All pupils have access to the school library from which they may 

borrow up to two books at a time. 

Reading Journals :For children to make good progress in their 

reading, they should read for a short period of time everyday. To 

help the children keep track of what they read and  develop their 

independence, they have a reading journal. Inside your child’s 

reading journal you will also find 8 pages full of learning aids to 

support your child in English, please encourage your child to use 

these regularly.  

What should you do:  Please can you sign or initial in your child’s 

reading journal to agree that your child has completed their 

reading that day. This will ensure that their effort is recognised 

and they receive their reading journal mark on their chart. 

Children should have a record of reading a minimum of 5 times 

per week. 

What the teacher will do: 

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the 

class reading chart will be updated. Each time your child reads 

25 times they will receive a certificate. Once they have reached 

200, they will be entered into a prize draw to win a kindle! 

Monday 12th September  

Wednesday 14th September, 3.40pm 

Thursday 15th September, 3.40pm 

Friday 16th September, 3.40pm 

Tuesday 20th September 

Friday 7th October 2022 

Tuesday 11th October  

Wednesday 12th October 2022 

Friday 14th October 2022 

24th - 28th October 2022 

Monday 31st October 

Friday 4th November 2022 

Monday 5th December 2022 

Friday 9th December 2022 

Tuesday 20th December 2022 

Thursday 5th January 2023 

13th-17th February 2023 

Friday 31st March 2023 

Monday 17th April 2023 

Friday 28th April 2023 

29th May - 2nd June 2023 

Year 6 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 5 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 3 & 4 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 5 & 6 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Genes for Jeans Day (wear jeans, donations £1) 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Parents Evening—3.40-5.15pm 

Parents' Evening—2-6pm - school closed from 1.45pm 

Parent Forum (online) 9.15am 

Half Term 

Secondary school application deadline 

Firework Event 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Parent Forum, 2.45pm 

Last day of Autumn Term - school closed from 2pm 

Children return to school 

Half Term 

Last day of Spring Term - school closed from 2pm 

Children return to school 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Half Term 


