
 

Our topic this half term is The Light in the Darkness. It is 

linked throughout our curriculum, with the main theme being 

World War II. 

In History we are looking at both WWI and WWII, we are 

understanding how they link to each other. We will be 

studying key events during WWII, such as: The Blitz, and how 

the war ended.  

In Geography, we will be looking at modern day Europe, to 

see further changes, then research a European country of our 

choice, ready to present to parents and our peers.    

For DT, we will be focusing on ‘making and mending’, where 

we are inspired by people during the war making their own 

clothes and belongings. We will be using our sewing skills to 

make our own item.  

In Art we are making shadow boxes, looking at light and 

shadows.  

Our Topic - The Light in the Darkness 

Autumn 2022 Key Info and Dates for Year 6: 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas—

John Boyne. 

Nine-year-old Bruno knows nothing 

of the Holocaust. He is oblivious to 

the appalling cruelties being inflicted 

on the people of Europe by his 

country. He has been moved from a 

comfortable home in Berlin to a house 

where there is nothing to do and no 

one to play with. Until he meets 

Shmuel, a boy who lives a strange 

parallel existence on the other side of 

the adjoining wire fence who wears a 

uniform of striped pyjamas.  

This Term’s Core Books 

Erika’s Story— Ruth Vander Dee 

It is the winter of 1944. In Nazi-

occupied Europe, a Jewish couple 

realize their fate is 

sealed and make a 

heart-rending 

decision so that their 

infant daughter 

might live . 



In the first half term, our core text is Goodnight Mister Tom, by Michelle 

Magorian. We will use this text to support our writing across a variety of 

genres, including: an informal letter; newspaper report and a narrative 

pieces writing the next part of the book.  

In the second half term, we will be reading Erika’s Story by Ruth Vander 

Dee. We will be exploring a different perspective of the war, we will use 

this to aid a range of writing outcomes. 

Throughout the whole term we will be doing guided reading daily, this is a 

whole class lesson focusing on a specific reading skill.  

SPAG is taught daily, focusing on nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, 

sentence types, sentence types and conjunctions.  

English this term... 
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Our Maths Topics 

Our science topics this term are Electricity and 

Light, which links to our overall topic. We will be 

investigating how light travels in a straight line, 

the colour spectrum, refraction and shadows. 

In electricity we will be recapping the circuit 

symbols and investigating the components 

functions.  

Our Science Learning 

PE in Year 6 

We use the Maths Mastery approach in our 

teaching of Maths, which focuses on both fluency 

and reasoning problems. Our topics this half term 

are:  

• Integers and decimals  

• Multiplication and Division 

• Calculation problems  

• Fractions 

• Missing angles and lengths  

• Coordinates and shapes 

• Decimals and Measure 

This half term we have dance every Tuesday and PE every other Thursday. 

Children should come to school in with their PE kits and will get changed in 

school.  Please ensure your child is not wearing any jewellery on these days and be 

aware that any stud style earrings will be taped to ensure pupils’ safety. 



Dates Overview 

Reading Journals 
In Year 6, we set both, Maths and English 

homework every week. This will be given out on a 

Friday and due in on the following Wednesday. 

We know that pupils sometimes have questions or 

queries about tasks and so we offer them the 

chance to speak to their teachers about them on 

Monday or Tuesday. This should allow them the 

weekend to attempt the activity and time 

following to act on the teacher’s advice. 

In addition, they will have their curriculum grid 

home learning. These are several topic-based 

activities that link to our topic for the term.  

The children are expected to complete at least ten 

tasks and this is due in on the 8th December 2022.  

Home Learning Tasks 

Pupils in Year 6 should read five times a week for a minimum 

of 20 minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader  reads with them and discusses their book. 

All pupils have access to the school library from which they 

may borrow up to two books at a time. 

To help the children keep track of what they read and  develop 

their independence, they have been provide with diaries to 

help them keep track of their reading.. Please encourage your 

child to use these regularly.  

Please can you sign or initial in your child’s reading journal to 

agree that your child has completed their reading that day. 

Children should have a record of reading a minimum of five 

times a week. 

What the teacher will do: 

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the 

class reading chart will be updated. Each time your child reads 

25 times they will receive a certificate. Once they have reached 

200, they will be entered into a prize draw.  

Monday 12th September  

Wednesday 14th September, 3.40pm 

Thursday 15th September, 3.40pm 

Friday 16th September, 3.40pm 

Tuesday 20th September 

Friday 7th October 2022 

Tuesday 11th October  

Wednesday 12th October 2022 

Friday 14th October 2022 

24th - 28th October 2022 

Monday 31st October 

Friday 4th November 2022 

Monday 5th December 2022 

Friday 9th December 2022 

Tuesday 20th December 2022 

Thursday 5th January 2023 

13th-17th February 2023 

Friday 31st March 2023 

Monday 17th April 2023 

Friday 28th April 2023 

29th May - 2nd June 2023 

Year 6 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 5 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 3 & 4 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Year 5 & 6 Curriculum Sharing Meetings for parents 

Genes for Jeans Day (wear jeans, donations £1) 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Parents Evening—3.40-5.15pm 

Parents' Evening—2-6pm - school closed from 1.45pm 

Parent Forum (online) 9.15am 

Half Term 

Secondary school application deadline 

Firework Event 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Parent Forum, 2.45pm 

Last day of Autumn Term - school closed from 2pm 

Children return to school 

Half Term 

Last day of Spring Term - school closed from 2pm 

Children return to school 

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Half Term 


