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Article 3 The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect children. 
Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education  
Article 29 Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect 
for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 

 



William Torbitt Primary School - EYFS Policy 

 

Introduction to the Early Years Foundation Stage  

At William Torbitt Primary school, in the Early Years Foundation Stage, the staff work 

together towards a shared vision of "For Every Child, An Excellent Educational Experience" 

and “No Child is left behind”. We guide the development of children’s capabilities with a 

view to ensuring that all children are ready to benefit fully from the opportunities ahead of 

them and are able to fully exploit all learning opportunities.  

We aim for the children in EYFS at William Torbitt Primary School to be:  

• Happy, secure and to feel safe 

• Independent, self-assured risk takers 

 • Confident and Resilient 

 • Excited and motivated to learn  

• Socially strong and able to form positive relationships  

All staff deeply care about the children in our school. We treat all children as individuals and 

promote positive relationships and secure bonds. We lead with a ‘child centred approach 

looking closely through the perspective of a child’. We make it a priority to form close 

relationships with families and the wider community to promote the best outcomes for all 

children. Staff members use consistent boundaries and praise and rewards form the 

backbone of our behaviour management system. We recognise and value individual’s 

strengths and talents and believe in praising effort and valuing the little steps that really 

make a difference to a child’s progress. We know that by doing this, we are building happy 

and secure children, who feel safe. Praise and clear boundaries contribute to the confidence 

and resilience of our children. 

 Creating children who are independent, not only in their organisational skills but also in 

their learning, is a high priority for us. We believe that all children are intrinsically capable of 

amazing things and we develop this through having high expectations of all children. We 

pose challenges, build confidence and self-esteem, show children how capable they are and 

support them to reach their potential. We take time to teach independence skills explicitly 

and support children to develop into well-rounded, ambitious learners. Taking risks is an 

important part of learning and we have developed both our environments and our teaching 

and learning strategies to promote children measuring and assessing risks for themselves 

and in having confidence and resilience to attempt challenges.  

Confidence and resilience are key skills for a developing learner. We explicitly teach children 

to understand the learning process and understand mistakes are valuable learning 

experiences. Through the Characteristics of Effective Learning, we develop children’s active 

learning skills and help them to understand and respond to feedback. Perseverance is highly 

valued and praised. We strongly believe that in order to develop resilience, we must teach 



children to be independent learners who problem solve for themselves and know to keep 

trying and how and when to access help. 

 Excitement and motivation for learning are developed through planning fun, engaging and 

challenging lessons based on the needs for the children. We follow the fascinations and 

interests of the children and teaching and learning is fast paced to respond to the changing 

needs of individuals. We provide new and interesting experiences, building on and adding to 

the range of activities children will have had at home or through pre-school experience. We 

make learning purposeful and rooted in real-life contexts, where possible, so that children 

have motivating reasons to learn and to help them to apply their knowledge to a range of 

situations. The children have a book focus curriculum where all of their continuous provision 

is linked through a core rich text.  

We set social development at the core of our learning and understand the value of 

harmonious relationships, friendship and kindness. Children are encouraged to become 

well-rounded and sociable through the modelling of positive interactions and language at all 

times. We spend time getting to know families so that we can celebrate each child as an 

individual and promote mutual respect, understanding for the diverse cultural backgrounds 

of others and develop a strong moral ethos in every child. This is strongly reflected within 

our curriculum and teaching timetable where cultural diversity is embedded and celebrated 

throughout the academic year. 

We employ a child-led problem-solving approach to conflict resolution and hold children 

responsible for their actions and behaviour. We teach about honesty, co-operation and 

respect. While teaching children to be assertive, we balance this with empathy and 

understanding for others and support children to solve their friendship problems 

independently, where possible. 

At William Torbitt we believe that reward systems and praise should be consistent, fair but 

overall a positive acknowledgment of the achievements of all children from all backgrounds 

and abilities. 

EYFS Curriculum  

The EYFS Curriculum – Our curriculum for the Foundation Stage reflects the areas of 

learning identified in the Early Learning Goals. There are seven areas of learning and 

development that must shape educational provision in Early Years settings. All areas of 

learning and development are important and inter-connected. None of the areas of learning 

can be delivered in isolation from the others. Our children’s learning experiences enable 

them to develop competency and skill across a number of learning areas. They require a 

balance of adult led and child-initiated activities in order for most children to reach the 

levels required at the end of EYFS. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s 

curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form 

relationships and thrive.  

The three Prime areas are:  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 



 • Communication and Language  

• Physical Development  

Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas 

are strengthened and applied.  

Specific Areas:  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics  

• Understanding the world  

• Expressive arts and design 

 

Outdoor Play  

Being outdoors has a positive impact on children's sense of wellbeing and helps all aspects 

of their development, particularly as it offers opportunities for doing things in different ways 

and on different scales than when indoors. It gives children first-hand contact with weather, 

seasons and the natural world and we pride ourselves on embracing the school's 

commitment to learning outside the classroom. Outdoor environments offer children the 

freedom to explore, use their senses, and be physically active and exuberant. The outdoor 

play areas are securely fenced and provide safe spaces where children can develop their 

physical skills and learn to share with others in structured and informal play. We provide a 

free flow approach for the majority of the day, and children have the opportunity to use the 

school facilities and grounds, including the field, pond area and allotment. Our objective led 

planning encompasses the outside area and ensures that provision is well matched to the 

needs of the children. All children need welly boots and a waterproof jacket. 

 

Enabling Environments  

At William Torbitt Primary School we recognise that the environment plays a key role in 

supporting and extending the children’s development, where the children feel confident, 

secure and challenged. The children have daily access to an indoor and outdoor 

environment that is set up in discrete areas of learning with planned continuous provision. 

Play-based learning is paramount and children have opportunities to direct their own 

learning with planned opportunities provided by staff. We plan a learning environment, 

both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to learning and reflects the 

individual’s interests, passions and abilities. We use materials and equipment that reflect 

both the community that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the 

children to make their own selection of the activities on offer, as we believe that this 

encourages independent learning. We ensure that resources and spaces are safe to use and 

checked regularly.  



 

Positive Relationships 

 we recognise that children learn to be strong, confident and independent from being in 

secure relationships. We aim to develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with 

the children and their families. Parents as Partners - We recognise that parents/carers are 

children’s first and most enduring educators and we value being partners with them in their 

child’s education through:  

• Talking to parents/carers before their child starts school at our induction meeting.  

• Providing a handbook of information about commencing Reception at Temple Sowerby. 

 • Outlining the school’s expectations in the Home-School agreement.  

• Inviting new starters to spend time in Reception Class for sessions during the summer 

term if they are not already in pre-school. 

 • Providing an induction meeting for parents/carers to meet with staff to discuss school 

routines, expectations and to answer any questions parents/carers may have.  

• Holding a parent consultation early in the academic year to establish how a child is settling 

into the school environment.  

• Operating an open-door policy for parents/carers with any queries or concerns. 

Conversely, if Foundation staff have concerns about the progress of a child, they will 

immediately approach parents and carers to discuss them.  

• Written contact through the Reading record and school newsletters.  

• Sending home ‘WOW’ slips designed to enable parents to record outstanding 

achievements.  

• Inviting parents to attend informal meetings about areas of the curriculum, such as 

phonics or reading.  

• Having regular access to their children’s online ‘Learning Journey’ and valuing the on-going 

contributions that they make to them.  

• Offering two parent/teacher consultation meetings per year at which their child’s progress 

is discussed.  

• Sending a written report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of their time 

in reception.  

• Asking parents to sign a generic permission form for visits, food tasting and photographs 

etc. 

 • Parents are invited to a range of activities throughout the school year such as assemblies, 

workshops, Christmas Nativity play and sports day etc.  



 

• Offering opportunities for parents and carers to visit the school on a volunteer basis to 

assist with the children’s learning e.g. hearing readers. 

 

 

Nursery  

Our Nursery has an intake of 52 children. The Nursery is split into morning and afternoon 
sessions consisting of 3 hours per session with up to 26 children. The children have a free flow 
system allowing them to be inside and outside the classroom throughout their session. During 
their time at Nursery they will engage in all areas of the curriculum through a book led 
curriculum. The children will also have very short carpet sessions that increases by the 
summer term to prepare the children for transitioning into Reception.  

 

Reception  

Our Reception intake is up to 90 children across three classes with a maximum of 30 

children in each class. The children have a staggered intake over 4 weeks. The children have 

a balance between child-initiated play and structured play which becomes more structured 

throughout the year to prepare the children for year 1. 

 

Observations and Assessment 

We have developed a comprehensive baseline assessment, which we complete with all 

Reception children within the first few weeks of school. This provides us with information 

about what each child can do on entry and is used to inform planning, monitor progress and 

informs short-term micro-interventions, where necessary. Regular observations are made 

by the class teacher and support staff using 'key children' to ensure that each individual 

child's needs are being met and provided for. We regularly cross moderate within the 

Reception setting and with other settings in the borough, to ensure consistency, as well as 

with staff from our Nurseries. Year 1 staff are involved in discussions surrounding end of 

year judgments (ELG) and writing is also moderated regularly as part of a whole school book 

scrutiny. We use the EYFS Profile as a way of assessing each child's development and 

learning achievements at the end of the EYFS. This assessment is based on our practitioners' 

ongoing observations and assessments in all seven areas of Learning and Development. 

These observations are shared with parents each half term via an online learning journey. 

The Early Learning Goals set high expectations for the end of EYFS, but expectations that are 

achievable for most children. This helps to give children secure foundations on which future 

learning can be built. Each child's level of development must be recorded against the 17 

Early Learning Goals, with a final judgment of Emerging, Expected or Exceeding. We work 



closely with Year 1 staff to monitor progress and ensure the appropriate provision for every 

child. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

At William Torbitt Primary School we aim to meet the needs of all, taking account of gender, 
race, culture, ability, religion, language, age, special educational needs, disability and social 
circumstances. All children should have the opportunity to experience a stimulating, 
challenging and enjoyable learning experience. 

Inclusion 

All children are encouraged to achieve their personal best and planning is adapted to meet 
the needs of all groups and abilities. Early assessments and observations ensure that any child 
with potential special educational needs are identified at the earliest possible opportunity. 
This early identification enables staff to support the development of each child. Concerns are 
always discussed with parents/carers and the school’s SENDCo for further information and 
advice. 

 

 


