
Key Stage Two Tests
Monday 9th January 2023



What are they? 

 They are commonly referred to as SATs tests. 

 They are national tests that are sat by all year 6 pupils in the country.

 They test the children on their knowledge they have acquired throughout Key 
Stage Two (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6). 

 They take place in the summer term, week commencing 8th May 2023. They last 
for four days, with different tests being sat on different days. 

 The tests are set and marked externally and results are released in July 2023 and 
you will be informed of their results shortly after. 

 They are sat during school time and under test conditions. 

 They are marked as: pass, fail or greater depth

 The tests are:

 Reading paper

 Spelling and grammar paper

 Three maths papers (arithmetic and two reasonings papers). 



SATs timetable

 Tuesday 9th May 2023

 Grammar Test – 45 minutes

 Spellings - 15 minutes

 Wednesday 10th May 2023

 English Reading paper – 60 minutes

 Thursday 11th May 2023

 Maths Arithmetic test 1 – 30 minutes

 Maths Reasoning test 2 – 40 minutes

 Friday 12th May 2023

 Maths Reasoning test 3 – 40 minutes 



Reading Paper

• The test assesses whether pupils’ comprehension of age appropriate texts meets 

the national standard. There will be numerous questions on inference, vocabulary 

and authorial choice.

• Pupils will have 60 minutes to complete the test, including reading the texts and 

writing the answers.

• The test will have three different texts to read, drawing on fiction, non-fiction or 

poetry.

• Questions are focused around the following areas:

- give/explain the meaning of words in context 

- retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 

- summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

- make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text 

- predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

- identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to 

meaning as a whole 

- identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases 

- make comparisons within the text 

• There are a range of answer types, including multiple choice, short one-word 

answers and longer answers that require a written paragraph.

• There is a total of 50 marks. 













What can you do to help?

 Ensure they are reading five times a week, read a range of texts that 

are age appropriate. They should also be reading to an adult several 

times a week. 

 Harry Potter, Series of Unfortunate Events, Percy Jackson, Artemis Foul, 

Wonder, Private Peaceful

 When reading with your child, ask them questions about the book, 

what is going on, characters choices, word meaning etc, this allows 

them to build their comprehension knowledge. 

 They can write their answers which will help with their test 

techniques.



Spelling, punctuation and grammar test

 The test is split into two parts: 

 Spelling test that has 20 spelling words, that are read in a sentence.

 Grammar and punctuation test is 45 minutes, with a range of questions, 

multiple choice, short answer and matching definitions with the 

vocabulary word. 

 The grammar paper is made up of 50 marks and spelling paper is 20 

marks. The scores are then combined.







What can you do to help?

 Help your child with homework that is sent home 

 Help your child be ensuring they know the basic word 

classes: adjectives, nouns, adverbs, verbs, pronouns, 

prepositions, conjunctions and determiners. 

 Ensure your child is practising their spellings every day 

ready for their tests. You can also use the words in a 

sentence to get them to use to this. 

 Spellingframe.co.uk



Maths Test

• There are three tests: one arithmetic paper and two reasoning papers. 

• Paper 1 (arithmetic) lasts 30 minutes and assesses pupils’ confidence using the four 
operations (multiplication, division, subtraction and addition), as well as fractions, 
decimals and percentages. 

• Papers 2 & 3 (reasoning) last 40 minutes each and focus on problem solving, 
fluency and applying mathematical reasoning.

• Questions cover the following areas:
- Number and place value 
- Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (calculations)
- Geometry – properties of shapes 
- Geometry – position and direction 
- Statistics 
- Measurement
- Algebra
- Ratio and proportion
- Fractions, decimals and percentages.

• Questions will increase in difficulty as the paper progresses and not all children will 
complete the papers.

• The papers marks are added together, which totals 110 marks. 



Arithmetic questions

 6.1 + 0.3 = 

 1,034 + 586 = 

 24 × 3 = 

 48 ÷ 6 = 2.5 + 0.05 = 

 5 × 4 × 7 = 630 ÷ 9 = 

 1.28 × 100 = 

 42 = 

 100 × 100 = 

 1,440 ÷ 12 = 

 20% of 1,500 = 

 3/6 + 1/3 = 



Reasoning questions





What can you do to help?

 Knowing their timetables – they need to know their timetable off by heart and 

can recall them quickly and correctly. Timetables fall into all aspects of maths 

and we find the children that do not know their timetables off by heart, find 

the maths papers harder to complete in the time.

 We recommend that they practise their timetables every day. There are lots 

of different online games or apps that they can access that are fun and 

educational: Timetable rockstar, hit the button, timetable quiz

 Practising the formal methods for the four operations

 Arithmetic speed tests

 Problem solving questions



Writing assessment

• Writing assessments will be formed from judgements made by the teacher, 

looking at evidence from writing collected over the course of the year. 

• The teacher will moderate their assessments with other professionals to make 

sure there is a consistent standard across the country.

• Writing is assessed as below age related, at age related or above age related. 







What can you do to help

 Try not to place a lot of pressure on your child!

It’s not about having to pass, but rather more about 

showing off what they can do!

 Make sure their attendance and punctuality are as 

good as possible

 We can’t teach them if they’re not here!

 Afternoon maths boosters



 •Tip 1: Remember your child’s education is a partnership. Meet with their teachers, as 
they will know your child’s strengths and weaknesses, and ask them how you can help.

 •Tip 2: Support your child with homework tasks and daily reading. Try drawing to help 
them understand difficult concepts. 

 •Tip 3: Encourage your child to work at speed. Try timed recall of timetables in the 
journey to school. Set mini challenges: for example – ‘Can you find the word on the page 
that means ‘dangerous’ you have 10 seconds - go!’ ‘What is 10% of 150? You have 10 
seconds - go!’ 

 •Tip 4: Make sure your child is aware that getting stuck is not a problem. Move on and 
give them another challenge and come back to the hard ones at the end and/or go 
through it together. 

 •Tip 5: Encourage your child to believe in themselves, ‘You can do it!’ 

 •Tip 6: Remind your child that the tests are important, but that they are not the only 
way they are to be measured. We don’t want child panicking or worried, we want them 
to be prepared. 

 •Tip 7: Flash cards and practical applications all help make the revision time at home as 
fun and interactive as possible. 

 •Tip 8: It is easier said than done, BUT do not put your child under too much pressure. 
Have fun – they will find things easier to remember if they recall the good times they had 
learning. 



CGP revision books – two books for £6.



Any Questions?


