
 

Welcome back to our Year 2 children and their families.  It has been a 

pleasure seeing the children return back to school and settle into their 

routines. We have a busy term ahead and lots of exciting things planned.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Into the unknown’. We will be exploring this topic 

in different subjects. In Geography, we will be naming and locating oceans 

and continents in the wider world, describing places and features using 

simple geography vocabulary. Children will be developing their map skills 

and will use this to explore the journeys of famous explorers. 

 

In History, children will be recognising why people did certain things in the 

past, why events happened and what happened as a result. Children will be 

given an opportunity to compare versions of past events, research and 

recount the life of someone famous and sequence specific events in 

chronological order.  

In Art and DT, we will be experimenting with different materials and 

creating world map collage and kites. Pupils will use key vocabulary to 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of collages, squares, mosaic and 

different materials. Children will use their Mathematical knowledge to 

measure and locate parts of the map and build their own kites.  

Our Topic - Into the unknown... 

Spring 2023  

The Tunnel by Anthony Browne 

There lived a sister and 

brother who were not at 

all alike. They fought 

and argued all the time. 

Then one morning they 

discovered the tunnel 

and everything changed. 

This Term’s Core Books 

The Great Explorer by Chris Judge 

When an famous explorer 

goes missing in the North  

Pole, his son, Tom, decides 

he must find him. And so a 

daring adventure begins 

across the treacherous icy 

terrain of the North Pole.  



In English this half term, our Core Text is The Tunnel by Anthony Browne and The Great Explorer by Chris Judge, 

we will be exploring narratives and sequels. Children will be reading the core text and completing a range of 

different activities linked to their English Writing skills.  

Writing    

We will cover a range of text types including narrative writing, recounts and character and setting descriptions. 

The children will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the grammar focus for the week in their 

writing.  In grammar, we will be looking at:                                                                                  

• Punctuation (capital letters, full stops, questions marks, exclamation marks and commas) 

• Past and present tense 

• Conjunctions / Noun phases / Sentence Openers  

• Prepositions 

• Sentence structures and Adverbials 

English this term... 
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Our Maths Topics 

Science                                                                                                

For the first half term, we will be focusing on the topic 

Animals Including Humans. The children will be 

answering simple questions and recognising studies of 

human body and animals. We will also be exploring 

and carrying our different tests of materials, living 

things and use our scientific vocabulary to justify our 

conclusions.  

Later in Spring 2, we will be focusing on the topic 

Plants. The children will be learning about the cycle of 

a plant and understanding the different factors a plant 

need to grow and justify their reasoning. 

Our Science Learning 

PE in Year 2 

Maths                                                                                                                                         

We will be consolidating our place value, addition and 

subtraction knowledge. Practising instant recall of 

times tables (2,5,10) and division facts are all very 

useful ways to support your child. Practising telling 

the time at home is another key skill that will also be 

of great benefit. 

Children in Year 2 will be tested regularly on their 2,5 

and 10 timetables.  

Our current topics in Maths for Sprint term are, 

Fractions, Add and Subtract 2 digit numbers and 

Money.  

The class teacher will inform you of your child’s PE days,. Pupils should come to 

school in their PE kit on their class PE days.  Please ensure your children are not 

wearing any jewellery on these days and be aware that any stud style earring s 

will be taped to ensure pupils’ safety. 



Spring Term Overview 

Reading Journals 

In Year 2, we set home learning tasks every Friday, 

normally due in on the following Wednesday. We know 

that pupils sometimes have questions or queries about 

tasks and so we offer them the chance to speak to their 

teachers about them on Monday.  

This should allow them the weekend to attempt the 

activity and several evenings following to act on the 

teacher’s advice. If they are still unable to complete the 

task, please speak to the class teacher. 

 

Home Learning Tasks 

Pupils in Year 2 should read daily for a minimum of 20 

minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader  reads with them and discusses their 

book. All pupils have access to the school library from which 

they may borrow up to two books at a time. 

Reading Journals :For children to make good progress in their 

reading, they should read for a short period of time everyday. 

To help the children keep track of what they read and  

develop their independence, they have a reading journal. 

Inside your child’s reading journal you will also find 8 pages 

full of learning aids to support your child in English, please 

encourage your child to use these regularly.  

What should you do:  Please can you sign or initial in your 

child’s reading journal to agree that your child has completed 

their reading that day. This will ensure that their effort is 

recognised and they receive their reading journal mark on their 

Thursday 2nd February 2023  

Parents’ Evening, 2pm-8pm 

13th-17th February 2023  

Half Term 

Friday 31st March 2023  

Last day of Spring Term - school closed from 
2pm 

Monday 17th April 2023  

Children return to school  

Friday 28th April 2023  

INSET Day - school closed to children 

Monday 8th May 2023  

ank Holiday for King's Coronation 

29th May - 2nd June 2023  

Half Term  

Friday 21st July 2023  

Last day of Summer Term - school closed from 
2pm 


