
 

Welcome back to our children and their families after the half 

term break! It is lovely to see our children come back to school 

in the New Year! We have lots of great new topics to teach the 

children for this term! 

Our topic this term is ‘When Disaster Strikes.’  In History, we 

are studying Ancient Rome, which will focus on the study of 

life and society in that era. We will look into the Roman 

Empire, how Rome invaded Britain and the impact that 

Roman Empire has had on our lives today.  

In Geography we will be learning about Natural Disasters 

such as Earthquakes, Volcanos and Floods and how this 

impacts upon life. The children will be using atlases, globes 

and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and explore 

their physical and human features of these natural disasters. 

To support this, we will be taking a trip to the National 

Gallery.  

In DT, we will be learning how to stitch and create a PPE 

mask. This design brief relates to the face covering that we 

used throughout history and how they have been 

reintroduced more recently .  

Our Topic - When Disaster Strikes!  

Spring 2023 Key Info and Dates for Year 3 and 4 

Lila knows what she wants: 

she doesn't just want to be a 

Firework-Maker's Daughter; 

she dreams of being a 

Firework-Maker herself! To 

discover the final firework-

making secret, Lila must 

bravely head off alone on a 

journey – a journey filled 

with dangers beyond 

anything she could have 

imagined... Philip Pullman.  

         This Term’s Core Books 

When the Pevensie 

children - Peter, 

Susan, Edmund and 

Lucy - step through a 

wardrobe door in the 

strange country house 

where they are staying, 

they find themselves in 

the land of Narnia. 

Frozen in eternal winter, 



Dates Overview

In English this half term our Core Text: is The Firework Makers Daughter. We will be focusing the gender inequalities and stereotypes.  The 

children will be delving in deeper into the different stereotypes that are made between genders and how it affects communities and 

families. This will then feed into children's final write of a persuasive argument. In the second half term, our main core text will be ‘The 

Lion, Witch and the wardrobe.’ This text will aid with a range of writing outcomes, which will feed into the main outcome at the end of the 

unit. 

Writing    

We will cover a range of writing outcomes including persuasive argument, newspaper report and character descriptions. As well as this,  

children will be expected to demonstrate their understanding of the grammar focus for the week in their writing.  In grammar, we will be 

looking at:   

• Formal and Informal language  

• Rhetorical Questioning 

• Imperative Verbs 

• Conjunctions and connectives 

• Persuasive language                                                                                 

 

English this term... 
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Our Math’s Topics 

For the first half term children 

will be doing the topic, ‘Light.’ Children in Year 3 will 

be learning about the different types of light, effects of 

the sun on our skin and how shadows change 

depending on the position of the sun. For the second 

half term, children in Year 3 will be learning about 

‘Plants’, the functions of each part of a plant, their ;life 

cycle and creating an experiment to demonstrate the 

eff3ects of sunlight on plant growth.  

Children in Year 4 will be starting the term learning 

about ‘States of Matter,’ the properties of solids, 

liquids and gases. As well as how the water cycle 

functions. For the second half of the term, children will 

be learning about sound and more specifically about 

their vibrations, pitches and waves.  

Our Science Learning 

PE in Year 3 and 4 

Maths                                                                                                                                         

As a part of our phase, we will continue to have daily 

maths lessons, where children will develop their 

knowledge and skills in mental maths, number, 

calculations, geometry, measures and statistics, with 

problem solving throughout the curriculum.   

Our topics this term are;  

• Fractions and understanding quantities, 

equivalences and how to problem solve using 

fractions.  

• Time and conversions between them.  

Your child has access to TT Rockstars. On the 

website, they will be able to complete timetable 

activities that will support them with multiplication 

and division. They should be completing 10 minutes 

of TT Rockstars every day to support their recall of 

time tables.  

 

PE for this half term is swimming. Children will be going to swimming lessons at 

Fulwell cross leisure center for the Spring term. This will replace the class teacher 

PE session. Please ensure that your child has the right items for swimming on 

Monday’s. They are: Swimming costume, ha, goggles, flipflops or sliders and a 

large towel. Thankyou for your co operation.  



Dates Overview 

Reading Journals 

In Year 3 and 4, we continue to set two 

home learning tasks each Friday, normally 

due in on the following Wednesday. We 

know that pupils sometimes have 

questions or queries about tasks and so we 

offer them the chance to speak to their 

teachers about them on Monday.  

This should allow them the weekend to 

attempt the activity and several evenings 

following to act on the teacher’s advice. If 

they are still unable to complete the task, 

please speak to the class teacher. 

Home Learning 

Tasks 

Pupils in Year 3 and 4 should read daily for a minimum of 20 minutes, and their 

skills are best developed when a more experienced reader  reads with them and 

discusses their book. All pupils have access to the school library from which they 

may borrow up to two books at a time. 

Reading Journals :For children to make good progress in their reading, they 

should read for a short period of time everyday. To help the children keep track 

of what they read and  develop their independence, they have a reading journal. 

Inside your child’s reading journal you will also find 8 pages full of learning aids to 

support your child in English, please encourage your child to use these regularly.  

What should you do:  Please can you sign or initial in your child’s reading journal to 

agree that your child has completed their reading that day. This will ensure that 

their effort is recognised and they receive their reading journal mark on their chart. 

Children should have a record of reading a minimum of 5 times per week. 

What the teacher will do: 

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the class reading chart 

will be updated. Each time your child reads 25 times they will receive a 

certificate. Once they have reached 200, they will be entered into a prize draw to 

win a kindle! 

Thursday 2nd February 2023 Parents’ Evening, 2pm-8pm 

13th-17th February 2023 Half Term 

Friday 31st March 2023 Last day of Spring Term - school closed from 2pm 

Monday 17th April 2023 Children return to school  

Friday 28th April 2023 INSET Day - school closed to children 

Monday 8th May 2023 Bank Holiday for King's Coronation 

29th May - 2nd June 2023 Half Term  

Friday 21st July 2023 Last day of Summer Term - school closed from 2pm 


