
 

Our topic this term is, ‘Explorers or Invaders’. In History, we are 

learning about the ‘Growth of the Empire’. We will look at trade, 

including slavery and the legacy of the empire in the present day.  

In Geography, we will be learning about The Americas. During 

these lessons, we will investigate in depth, the geographical 

features of North and South America., including a case study on 

The Amazon Rainforest.  

During DT, Year 5 will be exploring jewellery making from around 

the world and the different techniques that are used. They will then 

be focusing on African jewellery and using quilling to make their 

own.  

The children will also be learning about coding using Lego Spike in 

ICT. They will learn how to control physical actions and devices 

through coding and computer interfaces.   
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The War of The Worlds by H.G.Wells 

When an army of invading Martians 

lands in England, panic and terror seize 

the population. As the aliens traverse 

the country in huge three-

legged machines, incinerating 

all in their path with a heat ray 

and spreading noxious toxic 

gases, the people of the Earth 

must come to terms with the 

prospect of the end of human 

civilization and the beginning 

of Martian rule  

This Term’s Core Books 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by 

Michael Morpurgo 

When Michael is washed up on 

an island in the Pacific after 

falling from his parent's 

yacht, the Peggy Sue, he 

struggles to survive on his 

own. But he soon realises 

there is someone close by, 

someone who is watching 

over him and helping him 

to stay alive.  



In the first half term,  Year 5’s core text is ‘The War of The Worlds’.  We 

will be working towards writing a science fiction narrative as a final 

outcome. In order to support the writing of the final piece we will be 

working on incidental writing too, including a witness statement, 

descriptive setting and diary entry.  

In the second half term, our main core text will be ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’. 

This text will aid with a range of writing outcomes, which will feed into 

the main outcome.  

Throughout the whole term we will be doing reading daily, this is a whole 

class lesson focusing on a specific reading skill.  
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Our Maths Topics 

This term, Year 5 will be learning about properties of 

materials. Children will be comparing and grouping 

different everyday materials and testing them through 

a variety of investigations to test their hypothesis.  

In the second half term, children will be studying 

Earth and Space. This included learning about the 

different planets in our Solar System, exploring the 

rotation and movement of the Earth and Moon 

around the Sun and how this results in night and day.  

Our Science Learning 

PE in Year 5 

By Year 5 children are expected to know all their 

times tables up to 12x12. Please encourage your 

children to learn them at home. We will continue 

to practice in school too. 

Year 5 are following  the Maths Mastery 

programme as part of their Math’s learning. For 

this term, the children will be learning:  

• Fractions and decimals 

• Angles 

• Fractions and percentages  

• Transformations  

Our usual PE days this term will be every other Wednesday and each class will have 

another day, which their class teacher will inform them of.  Children are to come into 

school wearing their PE kits on PE days, this should be their house t-shirt, navy or 

black jogging bottoms or shorts and a black or navy jumper or hoodie.  Please ensure 

your children are not wearing any jewellery on these days and be aware that any 



 

Reading Journals 
In Year 5, we set both, Maths and English 

homework every week. This will be given out on a 

Friday and due in on the following Wednesday. 

We know that pupils sometimes have questions or 

queries about tasks and so we offer them the 

chance to speak to their teachers about them on 

Monday or Tuesday. This should allow them the 

weekend to attempt the activity and time 

following to act on the teacher’s advice. 

In addition, they will have their curriculum grid 

home learning. These are several topic-based 

activities that link to our topic for the term.  

The children are expected to complete at least ten 

tasks and this is due in on the 17th March 2023.  

Home Learning Tasks 

Pupils in Year 5 should read daily for a minimum of 20 

minutes, and their skills are best developed when a more 

experienced reader  reads with them and discusses their book. 

All pupils have access to the school library from which they 

may borrow up to two books at a time. 

To help the children keep track of what they read and  

develop their independence, they have been provide with 

diaries to help them keep track of their reading.. Please 

encourage your child to use these regularly.  

Please can you sign or initial in your child’s reading journal to 

agree that your child has completed their reading that day. 

Children should have a record of reading a minimum of five 

times a week. 

What the teacher will do: 

You child’s reading journal will be checked regularly and the 

class reading chart will be updated. Each time your child 

reads 25 times they will receive a certificate. Once they have 

reached 200, they will be entered into a prize draw.  

Spring Term Overview 

Thursday 2nd February 2023 Parents’ Evening, 2pm-8pm 

13th-17th February 2023 Half Term 

Friday 31st March 2023 Last day of Spring Term - school closed from 2pm 

Monday 17th April 2023 Children return to school  

Friday 28th April 2023 INSET Day - school closed to children 

Monday 8th May 2023 Bank Holiday for King's Coronation 

29th May - 2nd June 2023 Half Term  

Friday 21st July 2023 Last day of Summer Term - school closed from 2pm 

 

 


